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Aggrieved and agitating family
members of businessman Ram
Hari Shrestha, who was abduct-
ed and killed by Maoist People's
Liberation Army (PLA) men, are
expected to reach an agreement
with the Maoists on Saturday.

After meeting Maoist
Chairman Prachanda for the sec-
ond time on Friday afternoon, the
family members expressed hope
that agreement would be reached
that day as talks went  positively. 

The struggle committee
formed to protest Shrestha's

killing decided
to hold up
protest pro-
grams until
S u n d a y ,
expecting that
the Maoists
would formal-
ly address
their problem.

"We decided to withhold our
protests expecting that the
Maoist leadership would sin-
cerely address our demands not
in words but in deeds," said
Gyan Kumar Shrestha, coordina-
tor of struggle committee formed

to protest the killing.
However, Gyan Kumar

warned that they would launch a
series of protests again if the
meeting scheduled for Saturday
does not yield any results. 

During the meeting with the
family members, Prachanda and
constituent assembly member
Jhakku Prasad Subedi reaffirmed
that they will take action against
the guilty. 

Prachanda again assured the
Shrestha family that the Maoist
party would punish anyone
found guilty. However,
Prachanda demanded seven

days for punishing the guilty,
according to family members.

The family members have
been demanding the immediate
arrest of Kali Bahadur Kham
Magar 'Bibidh', PLA Third
Division Commander. Shrestha -
- who was abducted on April 27
from his residence at Koteshwor
in Kathmandu succumbed to
serious injuries at a local hospi-
tal on May 8. 

Bowing to public pressure,
the government and the Maoists
have also formed a high level
probe commission to look into
the Shrestha murder.

Shrestha family hopes for agreement

KATHMANDU, MAY 23 (PR) -
Special Representative of the
Secretary General Ian Martin
has tried to disown weakness
on the part of his office in
Nepal in monitoring Maoists
combatants in Shaktikhor can-
tonment in regard to the death
of businessman Ram Hari
Shrestha. 

"There have been some

suggestions that in some way it
points to a weakness in
UNMIN's monitoring role at
the cantonments, but that real-
ly is without foundation," said
Martin, who is head of the
United Nations Mission in
Nepal (UNMIN), at a press
meet in New York on
Thursday. 
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The Metropolitan Police Crime Division, Hanumandhoka Friday puts on display illegally acquired rare artifacts and animal hides 
recovered Thursday from a house in Baluwatar. The items were hoarded by Ian Baker, an American national. POST PHOTO: PRATIKSHA SODARI  
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The government is providing yet
another Rs 1 billion in loan to the
financially devastated Nepal Oil
Corporation (NOC) in order to
ensure smooth import of petro-
leum products.

A government source told
the Post that Prime Minister
Girija Prasad Koirala today
directed the finance minister to
immediately release the amount

to ease the worsening fuel crisis. 
On Thursday, NOC had said

its funds were depleting fast due
to burgeoning losses and it
might fail to import fuel starting
from June. To solve the prob-
lem, it had asked the govern-
ment to change its pricing policy
and jack up domestic prices
instead of issuing loans.

"We had sought a longer-
term solution. The government
again preferred a patchwork
approach," said an NOC official
with sarcasm.

Owing to lack of timely
adjustment in domestic oil
prices, the corporation said it
suffered a loss of Rs 5.5 billion in
the first 10 months of the current
fiscal year. It had suffered Rs 22

billion in losses in a span of over
four years till the end of last fis-
cal year. 

While the government, fear-
ing political costs, has refrained
from raising domestic prices,
international prices have
jumped.

In May, the corporation's
loss mounted to Rs 1.78 billion a
month. "In June, we are looking
at a loss close to Rs 2.50 billion,"
said Digambar Jha, NOC chief.

Officials said that the exten-
sion of Rs 1 billion to cash-
strapped NOC would be a big
boost, but only for a short while.
"It will ease imports for 15 days.
After that we will be looking at
the same problem again," said
another NOC official.

Things to get worse
Officials cautioned that the

country's fossil fuel market
could turn still worse if the gov-
ernment continued to defer a
highly sensible price hike deci-
sion.

Nepal's current fuel prices
were set when the international
price of oil was US$ 94 per 
barrel. 

(Contd on Pg 3)
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Metropolitan Police Crime
Division, Hanumandhoka con-
fiscated dozens of illegally pos-
sessed artifacts, idols, wood craft
and huge materials of endan-
gered wildlife from the rented
apartments of US citizen and
legendary writer Ian Baker, who
is also a contributor to National
Geographic and several other
magazines. 

Ian Baker, who has been
reportedly staying in the coun-
try for over 24 years, was found
to illegally possess a huge col-
lection of archeologically
important materials, including

skeletons, statues and skins of
wildlife in his two rented apart-
ments located at Naxal and
Baluwatar in the capital. 

Acting on a special tip-off, a
police team raided a house of
Rajesh Maharjan at Baluwatar
where police recovered a huge
cache of such materials. 

Police said they arrested
house owner Maharjan, who
told them that Baker also pos-
sessed illegal materials in
another rented house at Naxal. 

Following the information
from Maharjan, who is said to
be an aide of Baker, police
sealed the house. With the help
of experts from Department of

Archaeology and Kathmandu
District Forest office, it was
revealed that those materials
were archeologically important,
some even dated back to prehis-
toric times. 

On Thursday, police also
seized dozens of artifacts, stat-
ues, skeletons, skins of wildlife,
among other things. Senior
Superintendent of Police
Upendra Kant Aryal, chief of
Metropolitan Police Crime
Division, said the recovered
materials were one of the largest
collections ever confiscated by
the police in the country. 

However, police said they
were yet to ascertain the inten-

tion behind collecting those
materials. During interroga-
tion, Maharjan told that Baker
had gone to Thailand after stor-
ing those materials in the
house. Police said Baker has
been absconding since police
raided his two apartments.

The country's law has
banned people from possess-
ing, buying and selling archeo-
logically important materials.
On the other hand, the CITES
(Convention on international
trade in endangered species of
wild flora and fauna), to which
Nepal is a signatory, also terms
buying and selling wildlife body
parts illegal. 

Illegal items hoarded by American seized

Bikers drag their motorcylces toward the refueling station at
Bhadrakali on Friday. Nepal Oil Corporation has said the country
will run out of fuel in three months. The Indian Oil Corporation has
cut fuel supply to Nepal citing non-payment of outstanding dues. 
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Three Madhes-based parties -- Madhesi
People's Rights Forum (MPRF), Tarai
Madhes Democratic Party (TMDP) and
Sadbhawana Party (SP) -- have forged an
understanding to press the government to
incorporate their eight-point agreement
reached with the government in the interim
constitution. 

In a meeting held among the three par-
ties at TMDP office in Bijulibazaar Friday
morning, they have also agreed to develop
a common stance for the larger interest of
Madhes and Madhesi people in the
Constituent Assembly (CA).

Talking to the Post over phone, TMDP
leader Hridayesh Tripathi said the meeting
discussed in detail the implementation of
the eight-point agreement they reached
with the government on February 28. "We
have agreed in principle to exert pressure
on the government to incorporate the issue
of autonomous federal tarai-madhes state

in the upcoming constitution amendment,"
he said. 

Tripathi said they had put off the
demand for constitution amendment in the
past in view of the lack of time for it due to
CA election. "Now we want constitution
amendment in the package to incorporate
those issues," he further said.

He also said that the one and half hour
long meeting also featured discussions as to
which system-- prime ministerial or presi-
dential -- to adopt after implementation of
republic, amendment of various terminolo-
gies including repeated references to Seven
Party Alliance (SPA) in the interim consti-
tution and formation of security council,
among others. 

The three parties had formed a loose
alliance called United Democratic Madhesi
Front (UDMF) and jointly launched a stir in
tarai in mid-February. However, growing
differences among the parties had made
them unable to forge alliance in the CA elec-
tion held on April 10.

Madhes parties: Include
accord in constitution
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Maoist leader CP Gajurel
'Gaurab', speaking at Reporters
Club, confirmed that Maoist
Chairman Prachanda met the
king's son-in-law Raj Bahadur
Singh. 

"It's not a big issue since our
party was willing to meet the
king to ask him to leave the
palace soon," Gajurel said at a
program, organized by
Reporters' Club Nepal here.

He said CPN-Maoist has
already conveyed the message
to King Gyanendra to cooperate
in creating a comfortable politi-
cal situation by leaving the
palace before the first meeting
of Constituent Assembly.

However, Gajurel, talking to
the Post, in the evening said the
meeting hadn't taken place. "I
hadn't verified the news about
the meeting between Prachanda
and the king when I spoke at
Reporters' Club, but when I ver-
ified with our leaders it turned
out that the meeting hadn't
taken place," he said.  

Gajurel 
flip-flops on
Prachanda-
royal aides
meet

Take this change for the
moment.
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Price estimate

Crude Price Petrol Diesel Kerosene
130$ per barrel Rs 104/L Rs 99/L Rs 76/L
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Maoist Chairman Prachanda on
Friday reiterated his party's
stance against amending the
interim constitution.

"If the constitution is
amended with a provision for a
simple majority to form and
oust  governments, it will begin
a game of forming and removing
the government, and a new con-
stitution will never be drafted,"
he said, speaking at a program
here.

He said he will soon meet
with Prime Minister Girija
Prasad Koirala to resolve the
current political crisis. "If a new
government cannot be formed
without a two-third majority, I
will ask other parties to form the
next government by collecting
the required majority," he said.

Speaking about his meeting
with Indian ambassador to
Nepal, Rakesh Sood, he said
India wants a new government
as per the people's mandate.

Prachanda
says no to
amendment

POST REPORT
KATHMANDU, MAY 23 

The rush to step atop Mt Everest continues,
with 22 climbers scaling the planet's tallest
peak Friday, while a Swiss mountaineer died
on the way to summit. 

The summiteers include 13 Nepali high
altitude workers and nine foreign moun-
taineers, said an official at the Tourism
Ministry. 

The official said Uwe Gianni Goltz, 44, a
veteran mountaineer from Switzerland, died
while attempting to reach the summit.  He is
the first victim of Mt Everest this spring sea-
son. More than 200 climbers have died
attempting to scale Everest since it was con-
quered in 1953. 

According to a statement by  Federation of
Nepali Journalists, Mingma Dorje 
Sherpa, a Solukhumbu correspondent of
Nepal Television was among today's 
climbers.
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22 more summit
Everest, Swiss
man dies

Ramila, Ram
Hari's widow
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